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Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen and welcome to the Fourth European Cruise Industry Conference. We are particularly pleased that Commission Vice President Tajani will be joining us later this morning as our special guest speaker.

A Positive Picture of the European Cruise Industry 

The 2010 edition of the ECC’s Report on the Contribution of Cruise Tourism to the Economies of Europe launched today demonstrates the ability of the cruise sector to continue to grow despite the major downturn in Europe’s economy over the last couple of years. 

A few facts for 2009:

· The number of European residents booking cruises increased by some 12% over 2008 to 4.9mn.

· The number of embarkations from European ports continued to grow, to 4.8mn.

· There were nearly 24mn passenger port visits, a rise of more than 9% over 2008.

· While the cruise industry’s total direct expenditure fell by 1.2%, to just over €14bn, this is directly tied to the value of shipbuilding. Other elements: passenger purchases (€2.9bn), employee compensation (€1.2bn), cruise line purchases (€5.4bn) all rose significantly.

·  The total economic impact of the cruise industry in Europe (direct, indirect and induced impacts) has risen by 5.9% to over €34bn.

· The jobs of some 300,000 Europeans depend on the cruise industry.

These facts demonstrate the sound and stable business model of the European Cruising industry which, even in difficult economic conditions, can deliver valuable economic output.  

It is against this background that it is essential to maintain an EU Regulatory framework which allows the sector to remain competitive and to continue to make a positive contribution.

Some Key Issues 

While the Conference agenda indicates the many issues being addressed by the ECC, it is in this context that the following can perhaps be highlighted:

Environment and related issues have consistently been at the top of the agenda for the ECC as well as the EU institutions. 
Against the background of increasingly stringent environmental regulation, the cruise sector has striven over recent years to be at the forefront of responsible shipping.
ECC recognises that with commercial opportunities come responsibilities to behave in an environmentally sustainable manner and I underline that the cruise industry has always been at the forefront of responsible shipping.
Looking forward, the ECC will be driven by this approach when discussing with the EU Commission, European Parliament and Member States, in particular, on the crucial issues of sulphur and carbon emissions and the discharge of waste. 
In relation to Tourism and Consumer Affairs, the ECC has from the onset entered into a detailed dialogue with the EU institutions on the practical arrangements for maritime passenger rights in relation to the cruise industry. While not taking account of all our points, we believe that the cooperation has resulted in a workable EU Regulation for our sector, while maintaining the laudable objectives of the initiative.  

We are also endeavouring to ensure through our input into the Commission that it will be easier to do business as a result of the review of the Package Travel Directive next year.

Again relating to Tourism, ECC has particularly welcomed the expansion of EU competence in area of tourism policy, and the recent publication of the Commission Communication to support the EU Tourism Industry - notably perhaps the intention to strengthen coordination and integration of other EU policies that have an impact on tourism.   

The ECC looks forward to supporting and working closely with Vice President Tajani and his staff on this important file – it is notable that the European tourism industry is estimated to generate over 10 % of the European Union's GDP and provide approximately 12 % of all jobs. 
Developing Role of the ECC
Reflecting the continuing growth of the cruise industry in Europe and importance of Brussels as a Regulatory centre, the ECC has developed accordingly, with 2010 being of particular significance.

Since formed in 2004, we now have 29 member companies which represent all the key operators in Europe. In addition to the Board, our Executive Committee comprises well known cruise industry leaders who you will hear from later today, namely, Pierfrancesco Vago (MSC and ECC Vice President), David Dingle (Carnival UK), Michael Bayley (Royal Caribbean) and Roberto Martinoli (NCL). 

On personnel, as from 1st January 2011, Tim Marking – currently combining the roles ECC Secretary and ECSA Deputy SG – will become full time ECC SG.            

In addition, Robert Ashdown, widely experienced in the environmental field from a national, European and Global perspective, was recently appointed as full time ECC Director Environmental, Technical and Operations. Constructively cooperating with the different EU and NGO stakeholders in Europe on behalf of the cruise sector will be a central part of his mandate.

Both will be assisted by Public Affairs consultants ADS Insight, specialists in maritime affairs.  

Conclusions

The appointments signal the following intentions of the ECC:

Firstly, as a global industry,  to strengthen the close cooperation between the ECC and its sister organisation, the Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA), on issues addressed in IMO, as well as with ECSA and its member associations as the wider representative shipping body in Brussels; and,

Secondly, to become an effective advocate of the Cruise Sector in all matters of shipping policy and ship operations as well as promoting and encouraging the continued expansion of the European cruise market. 

I should say that we have enjoyed and appreciated the good working relationships with the Commission, European Parliament and Member States built up over the last 6 years, and we look forward to a future where our cooperation with the EU institutions will be ever closer, to the benefit of all stakeholders. 

Thank you and I do hope that you will find of interest the discussions during the day on some of the key issues for the cruise sector of interest.  

