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· Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to welcome fellow speakers, honorable members of the EU Commission and Parliament, 

· It’s the first time I speak as vice-chairman of ECC since my appointment last April.

· I feel at the same time honored and daunted by the responsibilities and tasks you have been giving me.

· I am also thrilled because, despite the unprecedented global economical downturn, the cruise industry has again proved to be one of the most resilient industries in the world.
· You have heard from the other panelists that investing in cruise ships offers an exceptional return.
· Mr Lefebvre just showed you how the sector has been growing.

· And for this we have to thank EU shipyards that represent a unique & historical know-how that cannot be replicate elsewhere. 

· And here comes my first warning to EU leaders. It is in everyone’s interest to support and nurture the EU shipyards. We need these skills and we need the craftsmanship and underlying cluster of thousands of European companies and suppliers that build these architectural and technological marvels. 

· The core reason of our success is that Cruise ships offer today an incredible array of choices for all ages, guaranteeing, for every single segment of the demand (from luxury to premium, contemporary and budget), an exceptional value for money, better than most land-based holidays.
· In the last years the cruise industry has been showing an impressive springing up of new brands and has been increasing berth capacity, number of itineraries and cruising opportunities throughout the years, no matter if it’s winter or summer.
· Adjusting inflation, prices are much lower than 10 years ago, while the offer is increasing over and over. This is what makes up our competitiveness.
· These are times of increasingly maritime regulation and here comes my second warning to EU leaders and policy makers: they must work with us and discuss with us while developing these laws and regulations.

· The cruise industry does not want to avoid any regulations and does not want to avoid taxes. We have always been at the forefront in complying with new regulations and you can hardly say our industry is an unregulated one. But we do call for proper taxes and consistent regulations to be set.

· Policy makers have to be aware that if these regulations will impact too much on the profitability of the cruise sector, if these laws will reduce our competitiveness we will be forced to move our ships somewhere else.

· First example of regulation done in isolation: Alaska legislators just lowered the 32 euro-per-passenger cruise head tax by 30% which has brought some 140’000 fewer passengers than previous year. 

· Second funny example of overregulation: again in Alaska where policy makers recently tried to enforce wastewater discharge rules that required standards for bilge waters stricter that the one requested for drinking water in Anchorage.

· In order to avoid in the next future such occurrences, we strongly advocate for strengthen the dialogue between the cruise sector and EU regulators and decision makers and we call for a place in the technical on-going round-tables to being able to proactively share with them thoughts and possible solutions.

· The cruise experience does not end onboard. It begins and ends ashore. I then invite EU stakeholders to offer their support in constantly keeping ports infrastructures at the highest standard. I feel safe in saying, on behalf of the entire cruise sector, that if you build them, we will come.
· To summarize: in 2005 European cruise lines were deploying 86’000 lower berths. 
· After a 50% growth in only 4 years, today the sector counts - 45 cruise lines domiciled in Europe operating 123 ships with a capacity of 125,000 lower berths. 
· I would venture a guess: Our older brothers from CLIA have already gave a try, announcing 25m ww for 2015. I believe that if we were to reach the US market penetration (e.g. 3.4%, 10.5m in 2009) considering Germany, France, Spain and Italy, we will soon reach 8.2m pax.
